
ROMFORD
    METHODIST
       CIRCUIT

EAST
 CLUSTER
Aveley
Brentwood
Farmlands
Rainham
South Ockendon
Upminster

 WEST
 CLUSTER
Gidea Park
Harold Wood
Havering Road
Hornchurch
Trinity

‘Mission Outreach Project in Collier Row’

NEWSLETTER AND PLAN
MAR 2019 - MAY 2019



Please give any information for the next newsletter
     covering Jun/July/August to Penny Masters by

above date  either by
email : admin.romfordcircuit@btconnect.com  or

phone  01708 747930
Thank you

If you have any comments or suggestions about the
newsletter and future editions please contact either

   Rev David Jebb or Penny Masters

DATA PROTECTION
This newsletter contains personal information

including names and addresses.
 Please ensure that it is disposed of properly or

shredded when finished with.

ROMFORD CIRCUIT WEBSITE
      If there is something happening in your churches.
          Please contact the webmaster via email
      djebb2003@gmail.com with the details.
    He will make sure that your church information
      is included on our circuit website.
       Please visit www.romford-circuit.org.uk

mailto:djebb2003@gmail.com
mailto:djebb2003@gmail.com


SUPER’S SOAP BOX
Dear friends,
I had an opportunity to attend a four days retreat at Launde Abbey in East
Norton, Leicester in 2015. Retreats at Launde Abbey come in many forms.
Launde Abbey offers retreats for individuals and groups, those looking for
silence and others who are seeking inspiration or creativity.

Everyone occasionally feels a need for inner rejuvenation. Whether you want
simply to reclaim your inner peace in the midst of a hectic life, or do some
soul searching over your life directions, or go deeper into your spiritual life,
going on retreat can be a perfect solution. A true retreat is much more than
a vacation — it can be a time of conscious, spiritual opening, of making an
enjoyable effort to rise to an entirely new state of awareness.  So, there were
20 of us (ministers, deacons and lay workers) decided to take part in a retreat
program which was arranged by the Northampton District. We were blessed
with our retreat leader Ric Stott, who is a Methodist Minister (Fresh
expression - pioneering ministry), artist and art psychotherapist. He lives and
works in Sheffield, UK exploring ways in which the visual arts can help us to
engage with Life, Spirit and Community.

Theme of our retreat based on ‘ 7 Shrines of the Body ’, so during our four
days retreat we used scripture, poetry, art and silence to explore what it
means for us to experience God in every part of our bodies and so embody
Christ in the messy real world we encounter each day.

A friend was speaking for many when she said, ‘Lots of people think that
spiritual direction is only for the clergy and people with positions and
ministries in church, but they’re wrong. It could and should be much more
widely used. Even now that it is becoming trendy, it’s still very limited.’ Its
true that there is a very range of needs or situations that lead people to a
spiritual director.
People have a natural drive – it is within us all – to move, mentally, spiritually,
and also physically.
                                                                                                  Cont............



Super’s Soap Box Cont…….
What people have in common is that they are aware of a strong urge to go
deeper, to take seriously their quest for meaning in life or to find help on the
journey of faith in God.

There is something in each one of us that seeks God; that longs for him.
Someone once described it as having a God-shaped hole in our hearts that
can only be filled when we recognize God at the Centre of ourselves. There
is so much searching taking place in people’s lives: reading horoscopes,
reading stars section in the daily newspaper, trying things that we often know
won’t do us any good, holding special stones, wearing coloured bangles,
rearranging our rooms, buying things we don’t need, taking illegal drugs,
drinking too much alcohol, trying to get in touch with dead loved ones
through mediums – the list is endless. But rarely do any of these satisfy us
for long.  People may not know what they are searching for; they may not
put a name it.
Perhaps we could just call it God. St. Augustine wrote, ‘Truly our hearts are
restless until they find their rest in you, O God.’

My favourite account of the Resurrection is the story of the walk to Emmaus.
As the evening shadows lengthened, two disciples met a stranger who walked
beside them. They were confused and sad and invited the stranger to join
them for supper. They didn’t know that the Lord was there, and they had no
evidence of his presence, but as he broke the bread, the scales fell from their
eyes and they saw. Of course, he had been there all along. They just hadn’t
recognized him.

We will continue to seek God and asking that through His Holy Spirit He will
re-ignite and rekindle the flame of our hearts to recognise Him more deeply.
So, this season of Lent, would be challenging for us to open our eyes to see
Him in our lives.

God will bless you and walk along with you as you are searching for Spirituality
on the road to Emmaus during this Holy season of Lent and Easter.

With love and prayers
David Jebb



Methodist Church launches new
    evangelism and growth team
The Methodist Church has announced a new team that will
encourage growth and confidence within the Church.

The team will focus on supporting the Methodist Church’s network of
4,650 churches through promoting everyday evangelism, helping
churches reach out into their local communities, and starting new
churches.

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of
God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and
mission. This new team is part of the Methodist Church’s response to
God and to the cultural and demographic shifts within society. Facing
a declining membership along with other denominations, the
Methodist Church wants to connect with people who are currently
unaffiliated to faith or exploring spirituality in different ways.
New roles have been created to work alongside leaders across the
Methodist Church and with its ecumenical partners. The emerging
strategy promises innovation, experimentation and adventure with
its intention to develop hundreds of ‘new places for new people’ and
to help existing churches come alive and grow.

                                        Leading the team is Trey Hall, the new Director
         of Evangelism and Growth at the Methodist
         Church, who began creating the team after he
         started work in the late summer of 2018. Trey
         commented: “I am absolutely delighted to
         welcome these gifted folks to the team.
                                                                                                Cont……….

News from the Connexion



Methodist Church Evangelism and growth team Cont….

“We want to take some joyous risks in evangelism and growth as we
learn to speak and live out God's goodness in honest, inclusive, and
culturally compelling ways. This will certainly be a challenge, but it’s
a challenge that will build up life, creativity, and energy ahead as we
seek to live out our calling!”

These three new members of staff are due to start work in the
months ahead.

Emma Nash, Mission and Community Engagement Officer,
will help existing churches move to wards health

 and growth by equipping congregations to build
 deep relationships in their communities. Emma
 is a Baptist evangelist and minister who has
 worked ecumenically in different church and
 mission settings, always asking
 ‘who is God calling us to reach and how might
     we best do that?'

Matt Finch, Pioneering and Church Planting Officer, will work
collaboratively to develop and implement a
Church-wide strategy for ‘new places for new
people’, developing leaders and pathways that
promote experimentation, multiplication and
growth. His current appointment as a Methodist
minister in the St Neots and Huntingdon Circuit
has seen Matt establish a café church, a contemplative community
and new patterns of children and families ministry.

                                                                                                        Cont…..



Methodist Church Evangelism and growth team Cont….

Steve Hollinghurst, Contemporary Apologetics Officer,
          will help the Church to communicate the
          foundations of Christianity and encourage
          congregations to confidently speak of God
          and to share faith with others. Steve has 28
          years of experience in mission, evangelism
          and communicating Christian faith in
contemporary culture. An Anglican priest, he is the author of several
books and has spoken on national radio about how Christians should
respond to the increasing number of people who are spiritual but not
part of traditional religions.

The new team will be travelling across the nation over the coming
months, meeting with church leaders and congregations, and working
collaboratively to equip the Church for new life.



Precis of Circuit Meeting on January 22nd 2019 at HWMC

Rev Joseph Ribeiro led the opening devotions after members had been
welcomed with hot drinks on an unexpectedly snowy evening.
Following the usual opening business Tom Smith gave his Finance Report.
He had met the treasurers from circuit churches and was setting the
Budget for 2019/2020 from that meeting.  The District had sent round
Finance Governance Notes with which all needed to comply.  The District
Budget gave us a reduction because of lowered staff and membership
numbers.  With regard to the Circuit Budget for 2019/2020, stipends had
gone down but the budget reflected allowing for the cost of 2 part-time
Lay Workers.  No expected major expenditure on manses was expected.
Tom offered this as an optimistic budget, with no need to increase our
churches’ contributions at the moment.  Treasurers must inform Tom
immediately if their church had a surplus of £9, 000 as a different way of
paying was required.  Churches which had not sent their completed
accounts for 2018 were urged to do so.  The Budget gained the full
approval of the meeting.  Tim Banks, as retiring Treasurer, was warmly
thanked on behalf of the meeting by Joan Pugsley and given a token of
the Circuit’s appreciation for his many years of service.

Trevor Pugsley gave the Property Report.  A Circuit Treasurers’ Meeting
had been called for Jan 30th to discuss any concerns about maintenance
or improvements, etc.  Five Church property returns and 2 Manse returns
were still to be completed, as were a number of quinquennial inspections.
The Manse at 33 Eastwood Drive had needed to be completely redecorat-
ed and refurbished but was now with agents for letting.  Gidea Park MC
requested permission to install a central heating system, an ‘A’ rated
boiler and radiators in their Manna Hall and toilets, at no cost to the
Circuit.  This was approved unanimously.
The Senior Steward’s Report was given by Joan Pugsley and included
an update on the Stationing process, which would start in May 2019, for
2020 appointments and this would include Rev David Jebb and Rev Jason
Vinyard.  Churches needed to email Joan to inform her of their reps on
the Circuit Invitations Committee.  Progress on the    Cluster-based Team
Ministry was given.  Support for Rev David was needed  during the
current sick leave of Rev Karen.                                       Cont……..



Circuit Meeting Cont…

A Circuit Lay Worker for the East Cluster was still needed.   Progress was
being made towards appointing Mission Outreach Workers and a building
manager at the Circuit Outreach Mission Centre at Collier Row. [Separate
report on this].  Joan reminded the meeting that our Local Preachers were
circuit-based, not cluster-based and would continue to be planned at all
churches round the Circuit.
Sabbatical Support Group: Denise Swanton gave details of what was
needed during Rev Jason’s Sabbatical during May, June and July.
LP & WL Meeting: Debby Freeman’s report noted that Rachel Read and
Manasa Jerera were ‘on note’, that Jonathan Coles remained ‘on trial’ and
was delighted to say that Cathy Simmons had completed her LP training and
was to be fully-accredited at a service at BMC on June 9th.  Debby would
stand down as the meeting’s secretary at the end of August, when Cathy
would take her place.
Safeguarding Report from Hilary Bull said that it was encouraging to
report that during 2018 84 people from our Circuit had attended basic or
refresher training.  These had helped attendees to appreciate the many
changes in safeguarding practices since then.  Anyone needing training
should be recommended to do so: a basic course would be held at UMC on
March 9th.  We were urged to consider the importance of recording practic-
es in our churches and to look carefully at how this was done.
COME FLY:  Janice Gowlett gave her report. Next COMEFLY on Sat 2ⁿd March
Constitution of Circuit Meeting: copies had been circulated to CM mem-
bers for clarification of accurate representation from churches.
Circuit Appointments for 2019/2020 were confirmed. Joan Pugsley will
continue as Senior Circuit Steward until the end of 2019.  Janice Gowlett
would begin serving as a Circuit Steward from Sept 1st 2019
Future dates of various Circuit events and meetings were given and
members shared The Grace to bless each other before the meeting closed
at 8. 37 pm.  HWMC was thanked for its hospitality.

Pamela Coles [CM Secretary]



               CIRCUIT STUDY DAY
               ‘Engaging with the Scriptures’

We had our Local Preachers and Worship Leaders (LPWL) study day at
the Romford Circuit Mission Outreach Project Centre (CMOP) on 18
Nov 2018 which was led by Rev Jonathan Mead. He is a part-time min-
ister for two churches in the North West London Circuit and is also one
of the organisers who oversees the new online LPWL training course.
That day was attended by people from the Romford and neighbouring
Circuits.
Jonathan started the training with a question “What does the   Bible
say about the Bible?" He presented the following verses on the screen
one at a time and then asked us, “What do you think of this?” In each
case, there was enough time for the audience to either respond to the
question or discuss their views.
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness,”
Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
John 1:1 (NIV)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.”
John 16:13 (NIV)
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come.”
            Cont…….



Study day Cont…………
He suggested that a good way is to tell the Bible passages in stories.
Jesus was a good story teller and used his expert knowledge of the
audience to make the stories relate to their daily living. A lot of his
teachings were in parables. We used the Parable of the Sower
(Matthew 13) to demonstrate the power of storytelling.
He then introduced some learning theory to help us understand the
audience’s attitude to learning in order to maximise their abilities to
absorb, process and retain knowledge during learning.
Re-enacting is another powerful way of engaging with the Scriptures.
We used the Parable of the Prodigal Son as an example. Jonathan
appointed himself as the director and numerous volunteers as
actors/actresses for the characters of the parable. The characters
played the sketch without any prior practice.

It was very interesting to find that their impromptu actions and
conversations were co-ordinated and humorous. After the sketch,
the   audience was given a chance to ask the characters questions
regarding their roles in the play. It was hilarious to learn that the
imaginative questions and answers were beyond the scope of the
parable. For   example, one of the audiences asked where was the
prodigal son’s mother and how would she feel about the scenario. I
think, for those who have good directing skills, it is an effective and
light-hearted way to encourage congregations to engage with the
Scriptures with minimal prior preparation.

Truth is found in recognising our subjective context with the context
of the scriptures. Jonathan showed us the following pictures one by
one:
                         Cont………



Study Day Cont……………

The Annunciation,        Annunciation by           American TV
    Fresco by                 Henry Ossawa Tanner     Commercial
Fra Angelico, 1438-45

He then asked us:
“What do you think the picture means?”
After displaying all the pictures, he asked us:
“Which picture illustrates the most appropriate image of the Annuncia-
tion?”
Jonathan suggested that it is better to let the audience make its own
conclusions. This will challenge them to think deeper to digest the
materials and develop their interpretation and understanding of how to
engage with the Scriptures. This is an enjoyable and instructive session
after which we were able to chat and network over lunch.
Our sincere thanks to Revd David Jebb and the LPs and WLs Meeting
Secretary Debby Freeman for arranging a successful study day for us.

Please reserve 16 November 2019 from 9:30am to 1pm in your diary
for our next Circuit LPWL study day which will be led by Rev Paul Wood
and Rev Ian Worsfold from the Connexional Team on
“How does worship: Today and Tomorrow Sound?” at CMOP.
Please do book a place for you with Revd David Jebb
djebb2003@gmail.com or Debby Freeman
debbyjfreeman@hotmail.com, as soon as you can please!
Cathy Simmons



THE BIG INTERVIEW
      WITH OUR NEW CIRCUIT TREASURER

TOM SMITH
                                        (Tom is  a member of Circuit Outreach
          Mission  Project Management Team, and an
 active member and the Gift Aid Secretary of Trinity Church)

1. Where were, you born? Orsett Hospital, Essex, so I am an Essex boy

2. How long have you lived in Chadwell heath or the locality?   Since 1985

3. What was the name of your first school and who was your first
teacher? My first school was Heringham Infants at Chadwell-St Mary – I think
my first teacher was Mrs Murphy, but my memory is a little hazy

4. What is / was your job? Currently, I still am working as a chartered
accountant and tax adviser. I am due to retire this year, but I will still be doing
some consultancy work.

5. What were your favourite and least favourite subjects at school?
Favourite I would have to say languages as I went on to study that at
University. I have always enjoyed history, but school history lessons were often
boring. I was never very good at sport, except for longer-distance running, so
probably PE was the least favourite.

6. What is your favourite food? I am not good at this type of question, so
perhaps I can just say that I enjoy traditional English food such as a Sunday
roast, but also other types of cuisine such as Italian or Chinese food.

7. What is your favourite film? As above, difficult to name a favourite. I tend
to enjoy sci-fi or other fantasy films such as the Lord of the Rings films – a bit
of escapism I suppose.

8. Other than the Bible, what is your favourite book?
I tend to read more non-fiction books, often on history but also astronomy
and popular science.
9. Of the countries that you have visited which has been your favourite?
I have only visited European countries up to now, and they all have something
to  offer.                                               Cont………



The Big Interview  Cont…..

Nearly all of my holidays have however been spent on the canals in this country,
and outside of the inner cities England is still a green and pleasant land.

10. If money were no object where in the world would you like to travel?
I would have to say New Zealand as my brother and sister-in -law live there and
it does seem a fascinating place, though the length of the flight is a deterrent.

11. If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you ideally want as
your companion – other than a member of your family? Unlike Trevor who
featured in the last edition I am not a practical person, so I would say someone
with the skills to build a shelter, make a camp fire and perhaps even build a boat
or raft.

12. In the event of a fire at your home what item would you wish to save?
I would say my cat Horatio, except I know he would be out of the cat flap before
I even realised the smoke alarm was going.

13. How long have you been a Christian? My parents were both church-
going Christians, so in a sense I always have been, but in terms of a personal
faith I would say in my mid-teens.

14. What is your favourite hymn/ piece of religious music?
Another difficult one, especially as we have such a rich heritage of hymns and
spiritual songs in Methodism. I still enjoy the traditional hymns by Charles
Wesley and others, but also some of the modern hymns in Singing the Faith.

15. Do you have a favourite verse / story from the Bible?
I am writing this soon after Christmas/New Year, so of course the Christmas
story comes to mind as a favourite. Looking forward to the Spring, the story in
the final chapter of John’s Gospel sticks in my mind -where Jesus effectively
forgives and re commissions Peter, and Peter is initially upset because he
doesn’t understand what Jesus is doing.

16. What has been your greatest achievement in life?
My brother and I were the first generation of our family to have the opportunity
to go to University, so I still consider that obtaining a good university degree was
an achievement. I am not saying I have achieved nothing since then, but it is
been mainly in the accountancy area which is not very exciting.

                       Cont………….



The Big Interview cont…….

17. You’ve been an active church member for years at Trinity. How did
your involvement begin? I started attending Trinity after my Mum passed
away, and I looked for a suitable church within easy distance of Chadwell
Heath. I then transferred my membership and started to become more
involved in various activities.

18. How would you like to see the Christian Church in general, and
Romford Circuit churches in particular Change in the next five years, and
what do you think is likely happen in reality?
Society is changing around us, and I would like to see the churches keeping up
to date with these changes to help us engage with the younger generation in
particular. Of course, this does not mean giving up our core values and beliefs
just to be fashionable, but rather to find ways to get our message across to
people. In reality, long-established churches tend to change rather slowly.

19. As you may aware that after 20 months of prayers, a well-represented
study group consultations, meetings, visits and preparations, now
Romford Circuit have launched and moved into 2 Clusters (East & West)
based Team Ministry since September 2018, so, being a member in the
West Cluster church and Treasurer for the Circuit, what are your hopes
and dreams? As I see it, the team ministry and clusters go together, as the
system allows a team of 2 ministers to have a manageable group of churches
to look after, and allows that group or cluster of churches to get together for
courses, prayer meetings and other events more easily than at circuit level.
There will however always be a need for circuit-wide events, and it is the
circuit which is accountable to wider Methodism. The team ministry/cluster
system should help the ministers to share their workloads, and the churches to
share experiences and build up the church community.

20. Where do you want the Circuit to be in 2020? 2020 is nearly here, so I
hope by then the team ministry will have bedded in so that ministers are able
to reduce their workloads by sharing with colleagues and by support from the
churches. I hope this will help all of us to take our message out to the
community.



Update from the Mission Outreach Project
Management Team

When Collier Row members chose to cease to worship, their vision for
the church was to see it as a mission base, reaching out to the
community and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. The team always
have this as their focus when we meet, and we continue to work hard to
see this vision become a reality. Good foundations have to be laid before
any organisation can succeed, so that has been our aim.

Here are some details of what has happened since Collier Row ceased to
worship:

●Homestart, in partnership with the management team, have
successfully begun a group called ‘Play Together’ where toddlers and
their carers can come and enjoy adult conversation as their children
play safely in the building. This group offers support to the adults and a
safe place for their children to play together, plus, a singing time and
bubbles, always a hit with children and adults alike.

●A Computer Course, run by John and Jan Mann, was well attended and
appreciated by all. Look out, in the future for another course, where the
laptops are provided and fellowship is part of the learning process.

●The Management Team are employing 2 people as building managers
Angie and Paul Chapman, who live in Collier Row, and they will start in
March after DBS checks are made and contracts signed. Suzanne
Pearson is kindly showing them the computer work required and the
general needs to keep the building in good order. We welcome them
onto the team.

●At Christmas, the local school Clockhouse Lane, came to celebrate the
season with Reverend David Jebb and Suzanne Pearson. It was a happy
occasion and the staff and pupils were grateful for the opportunity to
come to a Church to celebrate Christmas.                                        Cont….



CMOP Cont…….

●Tom Rodgers and his choir celebrated Christmas at Collier Row Church,
entertaining visitors with a selection of music.

●Circuit events are always going to be part of the outreach so please
continue to look for advertisements and try and come to these times of
fellowship together.

●A new initiative is ‘Prayer Cafe’ where there will be tea/coffee and cake
and time to pray for the project as well as for people and events. The
first prayer meeting will be 1st February at 2.30 pm and all are welcome

●The new boiler is keeping the building warm and costs down.
●The redecoration of the halls and toilets has helped to continue to make

the building inviting, and several enquiries have been made from new
hirers.

●A Safeguarding Policy and Hirers agreements have all been put in place
and agreed by the team.

●Finance continues to remain strong, as the hirers pay regularly and
enjoy the space available to them, and the mast provides a regular
income also.

If you have a gift you would like to share with the community, art,
technology, poetry, catering, keep fit, whatever it is, and would like a space
to reach out in mission to Collier Row, then please get in touch with the
team who would be willing to support you.

Our hope is in the Lord, and he continues to guide our actions and go
before us in this project. It takes time to build such a project so we remain
constant and patient as we move forward with God as our guide.

The team are: Reverend David Jebb, Reverend Karen Bell, Pamela Coles,
Jonathan Coles, Suzanne Pearson, Tim Banks, Tom Smith, Joan Pugsley. We
would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to be a part of the
team.

Joan Pugsley



Autumn Computer Course at CMOP
‘Terrified by a Computer?’  Wednesday 17th October, I was at CMOP
awaiting the arrival of the participants in the ‘Introduction to Computer
Course’ and feeling somewhat worried about how I would get on with
the students. Would I have made it too easy, or too difficult? Would l
keep slipping into jargon and speak a different language.

Soon seven people arrived and after a refreshing cup of tea or coffee
brief introductions were made and we were off. The students shared
laptops and soon they were clicking away trying to set up their own
letter headings and aligning text on the page. “I didn’t know you could
do that!” I heard somebody say. Soon it was time for an Elf and Safety
break. More tea/coffee and chat. Then it was on with the second part
of the afternoon’s session looking at more of the workings of Microsoft
Word. At the end of the afternoon everybody seemed to enjoy their
time together and was looking forward to the next week.

The second week I was very pleased to see that everybody had come
back and another student had arrived. Following a request from a
participant we learnt how to create a table in a document to use as a
‘sign in list’ for a meeting.

Our course continued for seven weeks in total, learning about
computers and some of the programs, but also getting to know each
other sharing fellowship and tips on computer tasks. Quite often I would
hear somebody say “I can do that like this” and we would all learn
another tip.

During the course we covered using Microsoft Word, and what all
those ‘pictures’ (icons) at the top of the page were for.  Microsoft
Excel and security issues were also looked at. We visited some
websites on the internet, including shopping at Argos and how to
check whether the selected goods were in stock.
                       Cont………..



Autumn Computer Course Cont……….

They were surprised that they listed 74 Irons on their site, but we
showed how to narrow the list down to just those that we were
interested in.

It was noticeable as the course progressed how quickly people were
scrolling around the laptop screens and how more detailed their
questions were becoming.

The discussions during the breaks were an important part of the
weekly meetings giving us all a chance to chat together about all sorts
of things other than computers.

All students completing the course received a Certificate of Attendance.

John Mann



Romford Methodist Circuit
Invite you to

COME FLY (7)
C = Circuit / Children; O = Outreach;

M = Mission & Ministries; E = Evangelism;
 F = Families; L = Lunch; Y = Youth

At Circuit Mission Outreach Centre
Clockhouse Lane, Collier Row RM5 3QP

on

Saturday
2nd March 2019

with guest speaker Andy Frost
9.30am to 1.00pm followed by lunch

What is it?   An informal get together for all people from across the Circuit to meet
together over Coffee, Worship, Workshops and lunch (with an international
flavour) to share, discuss, plan and then return to their churches better equipped
and encouraged in order to initiate ideas with regards to mission.
If you plan to attend please complete and return the reply slip (overleaf) to either
your Church Stewards forwarding on, or direct to Kirsteen Howe by Sunday 16th

February 2019.
     For further information please contact Janice Gowlett at gowletts@ntlworld.com or
      Rev David Jebb at djebb2003@gmail.com

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength
They shall mount up with wings like eagles                                   Isaiah 40:31

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.



Romford Methodist Circuit

COME FLY
Saturday

2nd March 2019
The proposed time table for the morning is:

• 9.30am to 9.45am       Coffee and Registration
• 9.45am to 10.45am     Worship & Bible Study led by Mr Andy

Frost
• 11.00am to 12.00pm   Workshops
• 12.15pm to 1.00pm   Feedback and Worship to close
• 1.00pm   Bring & Share Lunch with an International flavour.

1. Sharing Jesus - led by Andy Frost
2. Magic with a Message - Led by Eddie Cook and Steve Randell
3. Art in Worship – led by Debby Freeman

Please note workshop 2 can accommodate 12 people and
workshop 3 only 10  so these will be allocated on a first come,
first served basis.
Flyers are available from your churches.
Please return your completed reply slip indicating which
workshop you would like to attend to your church stewards or to
Kirsteen Howe, 30, Hillfoot Road, Romford, RM5 3LP.
Alternatively you can e-mail your details to Kirsteen at
prhkmh@btinternet.com.    Closing date for replies to Kirsteen is
Sunday, 16th February 2019.   Thank you.



CIRCUIT STEWARDS NEWS

Mrs Janice Gowlett has been appointed as a circuit steward from
1st September 2019.

A brief introduction from Janice:

Despite being born a Cockney, I have lived all my life in the
Havering area  - first Rainham and then Hornchurch.   I was lucky
to  be born into a Christian home so  grew up knowing about God's
love.   As most of you will know, I am married to John (44 years)
and have two daughters, Helen and Karen and 3 grandsons, Lewis,
Luke and Alex.

I spent all of my working life, some 35 years, in the Ministry of
Defence covering project finance, general finance, overall budgets,
human resources and training.   On retiring I put some of this
experience to use at RMC helping with the budget, minute writing
and more general things like cleaning and painting.  I have worked
with the children in Sunday School for 35 years and with Brownies
for 36 so outreach to children and families is very important to me.

Looking forward to working along with the team of Circuit Stew-
ards and the Superintendent minister and all our churches in the
East and West Clusters from September 2019.



Worship leaders
Worship leaders are members of the Methodist church who have
been trained and commissioned to share in preparing and leading
worship alongside the minister or Local Preacher appointed to lead
an act of worship. Their role may include choosing and leading music
and prayers, reading Bible passages or other readings, facilitating
dance or drama and any other aspect of the act of worship other than
the sermon. This will depend on the context and the gifts and skills of
the worship leader and those around them. Their knowledge and
understanding of the local context also enables them to shape
worship that is appropriate for the congregation.
The  minister or local preacher retains overall responsibility for the
act of worship, but works collaboratively with others to prepare and
lead it.
In the Romford Circuit we are blessed with 10 worship leaders.

Mr John Alexander        Brentwood
Mrs Kathie Bishop           Brentwood
Mrs Pamela Coles             Harold Wood
Mrs Sue Farrow              Rainham
Mr Peter Howe               Havering Road
Mrs Jenet Jebb                Trinity
Mrs Sylvia Pomphrey     Brentwood
Mr Trevor Pugsley          Hornchurch
Mrs Denise Swanton    Brentwood
Mr Stainer Thomas        Brentwood

For contact details please see Circuit Directory or contact Local
 church steward directly



     News from the
    East Cluster
       Aveley    Brentwood
    Farmlands   Rainham
 South Ockendon Upminster



AVELEY
At Aveley we had, what we would like to develop into an annual
event, our singing round the Christmas tree. We held this outside last
year when it was only cold this year unfortunately it was WET
underfoot and cold so we held it inside . It was very well attended, at
least 30 people and two of those were fathers. That's two figures to
be worked on. Everybody seemed to enjoy it although one little boy
of about three was a little upset that we didn't sing "Head Shoulders
Knees and Toes" so although the Carol singing had finished I and the
residual people nearby gave him his wish. He led the singing as "we
didn't know it" and was a very good leader who went home happy
especially as he got a mince pie and a cake to take with him.

On a more serious note before the singing began and we waited for
any "fashionably late", the Lord reminded me that if we do not talk
to the community then they will not talk to us so I held a quick straw
poll. It turned out that the Lord does give good advice - who'd have
thought it! I said to them "Who would like a Nativity play next year?
A resounding YES! They all bemoaned the fact that the Primary
school on the estate does not do anything Christian at all in case it
offends someone! I had several offers of help to organise this. "Can
we do something at Easter a sort of Easter egg hunt, I would be
willing with my friend to organise this". This was turning into a group
who just kept on giving. I asked if they would be interested in Sunday
school, a few murmurs as they had not expected that question and I
must admit it was a little out of left field, however several said that
they would think about it. "Can we have a Bazaar or a Fair in summer
I would be happy to help organise and do some face painting" and so
it went on  well after the singing had finished and they were having
their cups of tea.
One lady who has taken over the running of the mother and Toddler
group on a Thursday morning was also open to the idea of Joseph
and Jason either together or singly coming to introduce themselves
and having a quick word with the Mums. This is another step
forward.                                                                                 Cont….



AVELEY Cont…….
I also reminded everybody that we were open on Sundays and that
they would always have a warm welcome. I  also reminded them that
the Church might be a good place for Weddings Christenings and  if
required Funerals. It did seem to me that there were a few murmurs
of recognition that they hadn't realised that we "did that sort of
thing" ONWARD. So many ideas came out that evening. I could go on
but I won't. Hurrah I hear you say!

A few days ago I had a phone call from a group wanting to start a
ZUMBA class on a  Saturday morning and they would be encouraging
all taking part not to bring their car! We are currently talking terms
and I am hoping that they will start soon. Yet another enquiry this
time from the Essex Police to hold an award ceremony at the Church
one Saturday afternoon needless to say they do not have any money
so they are asking if we can provide for free the hall. Of course  we
can as part of our work in the community because the public would
be invited and the awards are for work done in the community.

As we were on a DIY at Aveley on the 6th we decided at the Church
Council meeting that we would take the opportunity to meet and
worship with other cluster members. We chose South Ockendon
where Chris Pearson was leading the worship. It took him  by surprise
as for a moment he looked as though he thought he was in the wrong
Church!
What an end to 2018 and start to 2019. It pays to listen and act when
the Lord gives us the power.

BRENTWOOD
We had a great Carol service on Sunday 23rd December and also a
Christingle service.
We had a wonderful Advent series with members of Brentwood URC,
on each of the four Monday mornings before Christmas.  There were
about 15 of us and we had been asked to buy a copy of a book



BRENTWOOD CONT………
called The Art of Advent, by Jane Williams - a painting a day from
Advent to Epiphany - each painting by a well-known artist.  The
paintings we were going to discuss were chosen before each Monday
meeting to give us a chance to study and discuss.

It's surprising that when you really study a painting, you can see so
much more into it, than at first glance and then discuss it with the
others.  We only had time to look at two paintings per morning, but we
always seemed reluctant to move onto the other painting!
We thought we would keep the Art books for next Advent and carry on
studying the beautiful paintings.

RAINHAM
Like all of our friends around the circuit, the last quarter was a busy
time for us at Rainham.   Having recovered from our bazaar at the end
of November, we opened our Christmas events with our "Carols for
Praise" on the 2nd December.   This raised funds for Action for Children
as well as giving us the chance to sding our favourite carols.   Next we
had our Christmas craft morning which was attended by 16 children
where we made angels etc from the Christmas story which we then told
from Gabriel's perspective.   Finally we held our annual nativity and car-
ol concert.   It is always a blessing to see the children act out the famil-
iar text.   In the next quarter we plan to hold an Holiday Club during the
Easter break but we have yet to set the date.

UPMINSTER   Christmas Tree festival 2018
In the first week of December, the Christmas tree festival was held in
the church.  Thirty-three trees were beautifully decorated on the theme
of, ”What's on the Box”- our favourite television programmes. There
was an amazing response with such a variety of subjects:  "Alpha
Blocks" tree, from Springfield Playgroup, the Churches Together group
had chosen    "Television Vicars" and the 3rd Upminster Cubs tree was
"Match of the day."                                                                  Cont……..



UPMINSTER CONT…..
This year we were very pleased to have the support from some new
decorators from the local area: Doctor Domestic, the 6th Upminster
Brownies, PHAB Youth Club, the Essex After School club, Lottie and Ollie'
Nursery, and The Oaks Residential Care Home all prepared to join in as
well as trees  decorated by our own church organisations and families.  I
think everyone who visited would agree how hard it was to choose a
favourite tree, as they all were so beautiful. Engayne Primary School
came first with 96 votes with 'Dancing on Ice, " and were the winner of
the Festival Cup, voted for by visitors to the festival. The runners up were
the Upminster Childminders with 81 votes, and 1st Upminster Brownies
with 73 votes.Our thanks go to the local Primary schools choirs who came
to sing     during the week and all the many visitors who came, making it
so successful. And of course we thank the stewards, the sponsors of the
trees, and all the decorators for their imaginative ideas.
We were able to send a cheque for  £3750 to First Step, combining the
profits from the tree festival donations together with the money raised at
the sell -out concert performed by the United Singers and The Upminster
Golf Club Ladies choir, and the Christmas market held on the Saturday.
For many people in Upminster the tree festival has become the start of
their Christmas, and the warm welcome and peaceful atmosphere inside
the church provides a welcome break from the rush and bustle outside.
A huge “thank you” to all, who in any way, were involved in the festival.
 Looking forward to seeing you at the festival in 2019!

MAUNDY THURSDAY

     Aveley  - joint with Rainham & South Ockendon  -HC 7.30pm Rev J Ribeiro

     Brentwood - HC - 2.30pm Rev J Vinyard

     Farmlands - HC - 8pm Rev J Vinyard

GOOD FRIDAY

      Brentwood - 2.30pm - Rev J Vinyard

      Rainham - Joint with Aveley - 10am - Rev J Ribeiro

      South Ockendon - 12.30pm - Rev J Ribeiro



       News from the
  West Cluster
    Gidea Park   Harold Wood
 Havering Road   Hornchurch
                Trinity



GIDEA PARK
For some years, Gidea Park and Harold Wood have shared their mid-
week, afternoon Advent and Lent Courses – usually the Advent Course
has been at Gidea Park and the Lent Course at Harold Wood.
This year in Advent, we at Gidea Park thought we would extend the
invitation to the other churches in the West Cluster (though of course
friends from any church would have been welcome) and we were
pleased with the response and the larger numbers it attracted.
Our custom at Gidea Park, during the last few years, has been to
combine our course with our C.A.M.E.O. soup and roll lunches
(alternate Thursdays at 1.00pm), the course following immediately
after at 2.00pm. This year for the first time we accepted the kind offer
of a simple lunch on the other two weeks also so that each meeting of
the four week course was preceded by a simple lunch.
The course we used this time was a York Course.
(https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/) called “Life to the Full” which was a
little different from conventional Advent Courses – little reference to
traditional Christmas figures like Joseph and Mary and John the Baptist
– but concentrated on four aspects of the Life to the Full promised by
the coming Jesus :
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”

HAVERING ROAD
The congregation at Havering Road are beginning to see new
opportunities growing for the use of the Big Build area which is now
called The Hub. Open Tables is on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
lunchtimes from 12-2pm for anyone to come and eat their lunch and
this is advertised in the fish and chip shop and Co-Op on the facing
shopping parade. Residents have commented that it has brought new
life to the area and people passing by have also shown interest.
We have plans for experimenting with the ground at the side for
growing fruit and vegetables and asking for help from the community
with digging and planting and plant donations from their own gardens
and we will put a request in to the local newsletter in the spring.



Havering Road Cont…..
We hope that the playgroup will also be able to share in this. We have also
secured several new lettings.
Dates for the Diary.
The Bible Study Group.
Sat Feb 9th, 16th & 23rd 10-11am. Where did that come from? Hebrews.
Sat May 11th, 18th & 25th 10-11am. Where did that come from? Greeks.
Craft Group. Saturday February 9th & March 16th 10am onwards.
Worship Planning. March 30th & July 13th 9.30am in the Hub.
During Lent the church will be studying Luke’s Gospel and we are
encouraged individually to read four chapters a week. At 10.15am before
the services begin those four chapters will be read in church and we are
requesting that the appointed preachers might use those chapters within
their planning. On Good Friday April 19th there will be a 9.30am service
followed by breakfast.  Easter Sunday communion service will be at 9.30-
10.15am April 21st.

TRINITY
Our Christmas and New celebrations went well and there was a good
attendance at all services. Looking forward Trinity will be joining in with the
Lent study that other West Cluster churches will be doing. Trinity‘s will start
on Wed 13th March at 10-15am. Anyone from the Circuit will be welcome if
Wed mornings are good for them. The Coffee Shop will be open.

On Good Friday we are moving away from the traditional Walk of Witness.
Trinity church will meet at 10-00am for a short service and then join with
the other  town centre churches and will be having 3 ‘pop up sessions’
around Romford from 11.30am  Details are still being finalised but the
proposal is as follows: The Brewery - Music theme, The Liberty - Drama
Theme, The Market Place - Craft/ Messy Church theme
On Easter Sunday we shall be having an Easter breakfast at 8-45 for 9am.
26th May will include our General Church Meeting after the morning
service.
Our Church Anniversary will be on 16th June when Rev Steve Wild - Former
president of conference and current chair of Cornwall District will be
preaching.



West cluster Lent GROUPS
                open to all

     ~ 5 weekly Sessions at ~

Trinity mc:   Wednesdays at 10.15am
On 13/3; 20/3; 27/3; 03/4 & 10/4
Gidea Park MC:  Thursdays at 2pm
On 14/3; 21/3; 28/3; 4/4 & 11/4
Havering Rd mc: Saturdays at 10.15am
On 16/3; 23/3; 30/3; 6/4 & 13/4

   Everyone welcome to attend
    any sessions at any church

     for more info and to order
         a free course booklet
              Please contact
                Penny Masters
01708 769517 or pennymasters12@aol.com



 Daring to see God now - Lent Course

Mark’s Gospel begins with Jesus ‘proclaiming the Good news of
God’. But, what is this ‘good news’, and who is it for? Taking Mark
1.14-15 as a starting point, this course raises important questions
about change, repentance, and how we can become in ourselves
living evidence of the good news. Examples are taken from the rest
of Mark’s Gospel as well as contemporary and historic Christians.
5 Sessions
1. The Good News of God
2. The time is now
3. God is present
4. Change your mind
5. Live it!
The course booklet includes a good selection of questions at the end
of each of the five sessions, designed to stimulate wide-ranging
discussion.
‘This is a course that helps people to articulate their fears in a way
that might deepen their faith and their attitudes to the world
around them. It is designed to help people dare to see God in their
own lives and those around them. We need not disguise the
‘darkness’ in our lives to be enabled to see God at work within them.
There are good questions to be asked – Do you feel loved by God?
Does Jesus always deliver what you expect? And more. The recorded
conversations are lively. You may not always agree with what is
being said but that starts conversations. This course will require
some hard thinking by all concerned but there is no harm in that.’
(Review in RCA by Revd Christopher Wardale, Winter 2018)



Mary of Magdala- a follower of Jesus out of whom he is said to have cast
seven devils and who ministered to him in Galilee (Luke 8:2).  Later she stood
by the cross at the Crucifixion (Mark 15:40);  with two other women she
discovered the empty tomb and heard the announcement of His resurrection
(Mark 16:1) and was granted an appearance of the risen Christ early on the
same day (Mat.28:9. John 20:11.)

From early times Mary Magdalen has been identified with the `woman which
was a sinner` who anointed Christ`s feet in Simon`s house (Luke 7:37) and with
Mary, the sister of Martha, but the Gospels give no real support to either
identification..

There`s always a core of truth in traditional beliefs, one of which is that Mary
of Bethany and Mary Magdalene were the same person. (Since the Middle Ages
the word “Magdalene” has often been applied to reformed prostitutes).
Tradition also says she was red-haired, and we think of such people as being
very volatile!  She wouldn`t have been the first youngster to be tempted to the
big city, bored with small-town life, with a nagging older sister, and a bossy big
brother.  Did she run away from home?  Did her brother try to find her, and
that`s how Jesus came to know about her?

The two sisters and their brother come over to us as very different personality
types.  Why were the three of them unmarried?  Was that Mary`s fault too?
Bad enough for a sister to run away from home, but to associate with the
Romans, the emperor-worshipping oppressive conquerors was absolutely
beyond the pale.  Not just the family, but the whole community would be
thoroughly ashamed of her, no doubt calling for her to be stoned as a just
punishment.  We think of that family at Bethany as being a wonderful restful
place where Jesus loved to go.
                                                                                                               Cont………….

WOMEN IN THE BIBLE
MARY MAGDALEN



Mary Magdala Cont……..

He certainly loved the family, but maybe it was like any other, full of tensions,
buried resentments, problems of relationships, fear of what the neighbours would
say and do, especially when they took back their sister instead of colluding with
her stoning.  Broken in mind and spirit, no wonder Mary “sat at the feet” of Jesus
– that`s where she could be made whole again.   No doubt today we would say she
was mentally disturbed, but diagnosing the condition doesn`t necessarily produce
a resolution of the problem.

Once again Jesus put himself beyond the bounds of respectability.  Talking with
Lazarus would have been understood – sympathising with Martha also – but Mary?
No wonder that even today those who denigrate the Gospel try to make a
sex-scandal out of it.  But that particular mud never stuck.  And remember that in
the end it was to Martha, not Mary, that the immortal words were spoken – “I am
the resurrection and the life.”

Enid Osborne.

Much more is attached to this lady in tradition and in supposition than we can
actually substantiate. What we do know from the gospels? There is no doubt
that a lady, coming from or associated with the village of Magdala on the shore
of Lake Galilee, is mentioned with that definition “Mary from Magdala” by all
four evangelists. For Mark, Matthew and John these references are confined to
her presence at the crucifixion and on the journey to the tomb, although given
different companions. Luke agrees, but also states in chapter 8, verse 2 that
Mary from Magdala was a woman from whom Jesus had expelled seven devils.
In the understanding of the time, this probably refers to a severe illness, which
could have been physical, but was more likely to have been of mental origin.
     Other women mentioned in the gospels have become linked and associated
with Mary from Magdala, in particular the woman who anointed Jesus in the
Pharisee’s house. This woman was “a great sinner”, and the understanding of
this phrase meant that she had been a prostitute. Because this mention is only a
few verses from Luke 8.2, this “sinner” has often been held to have been Mary
from Magdala, and much of the comment on Mary has arisen from this
association.
                                                                                                                       Cont………..



 Mary Magdala Cont ………….

 The often-mentioned allegation of a sexual relationship between Mary and
Jesus probably has its origin in this unconfirmed identification. The allegation
has also been seen possible because of the obviously close relationship
between Jesus and Mary. The name by which she is distinguished from the
many other Marys implies that she is from the Galilee area, and therefore
may have known Jesus before His ministry began. Her closeness to Jesus is
obvious by her presence at the crucifixion and by the fact that when the
different gospel writers remember who went to the tomb, they all without fail
mention Mary, whoever else they forget. John’s words show she was very
close to Jesus. The words with which she is greeted by the risen Jesus, “Don’t
touch me!” confirm that the likelihood was that she would celebrate this
closeness by an embrace. On this flimsy foundation there are those who have
not failed to allege some scandal in Mary’s relationship with Jesus.

But Mary from Magdala stands for me as a woman who, whatever her past
history, was a devoted follower of Jesus, prepared to go to the tomb to pay
her respects while the chosen (male) apostles were hiding, frightened and
wondering what to do. Mary was the apostle’s apostle, for she first brought
the news of the Resurrection to the attention of those whose task it was to
spread that news round the world. Of course, being men, they needed to see
for themselves, and were unwilling to act on the word of a woman, but then
aren’t we all keen to see for ourselves and work out what is going on? We
must never allow ourselves to assume that God has not worked through
women as well as men, nor that He will continue to do so.

John Woodbridge



Book Review – Is this the New Reformation?

               Published by SPCK
            Copyright Tom Wright @ 2016
             ISBN 978-0-281-07860-8

This is perhaps an odd title to a book review, but the question remains as to
when will God generate a new message, one that is life giving and relevant to
this generation of our nation (the Millennials), and the same generation across
the US and Europe. Of course, truth should be and is unchanging, but the
question that must challenge us as a Christian Church and Methodists is
whether the message we are giving is a reflection of the truth proclaimed by
Jesus Christ, and written down and documented by the leaders of the
movement. (They did not think themselves a new religion, but a fulfilment of
the scriptures of Judaism.)
In the 2 recent books of Tom Wright that have claimed my attention, I have
been struck that Tom seems to be writing with a new sense of purpose and
mission, and at the heart of his books there is an understanding that the
current messages proclaimed by the churches do not at their heart reflect the
meaning and understanding of the New Testament Church and their writings.

At the heart of his concern in “the Day the Revolution Began” is the
Atonement, where scripture has been interpreted to explain that the wrath of
God is demonstrated and centred on Jesus Christ, as he died on the cross for
our salvation. This interpretation just cannot be supported. The atonement is
the atonement, and it does roll back the impact of the fall of Adam from the
presence of God; it does roll back the impact of death, and we as believing
Christians have a future hope, a hope that Christ is returning to reign on earth,
and in this reign, we will have a place at his side in the Resurrection from the
Dead.
                                                                                                                      Cont……….

      Published by SPCK
Copyright Tom Wright @ 2018
ISBN 978-0-281-07875-2



Book review Cont……

But the fruits of the atonement are first and foremost seen on earth in this our
first life, where through our sharing of Christ’s sufferings, and the knowledge
that our sins our forgiven, we share in the life and power of God’s Spirit, and
his victory over the forces of darkness in the high places. The forces of
darkness have their power through idolatry, and this power has been
completely shattered through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The second book “Paul a biography” gives an insight not only to the life of Paul,
but also provides a summary of his writings as seen through his letters. It
places these letters in their biographical and historical context, clarifying at the
same time the lifestyles in and the propaganda of the Roman Empire, and how
his letters were both countering and mimicking that propaganda at the same
time.
Paul is often seen as an unfeeling bachelor, but it gives in this biography an
understanding of the tenderness of Paul, and how he was almost completely
broken during his imprisonment in Ephesus. Tom pours scorn on the ideas that
Ephesians and Colossians were not written by Paul; the academic reasoning
being that they were too Jewish to have been authored by Paul. But Tom had in
the book already detailed how all his thinking and writings were totally Jewish,
and that at its heart, the atonement was the fulfilment of the Jewish
scriptures, it was a return from exile, where man now through the Messiah,
has a place within the fellowship of believer where God and Man meet; the
atonement made the new Temple on earth a reality.

So why are these books important:

1. Because the current gospel messages that are given are not truly biblical;
they are not centred on the best understanding of the New Testament scrip-
tures set within their original culture and times.

2. Because our narrative of heaven and hell comes not from the New Testa-
ment understanding but from Greek (Platonian) Philosophy and a counter in
the Reformation to the manipulation undertaken by the Medieval Church to
maintain its power over the European population.

3. Because academic society can see that the Christian message has lost its
relevance and hence its power and authority.

                                                                                                      Cont………



Book Review Cont…..
The idea that the “enlightenment” philosophy replaces the power of the
gospel is mainstream academic thought, and until Theology can establish
itself both in its narrative and intellectual credibility, then this cannot be
countered with purpose and authority.

Successful nations, societies and companies all have a narrative to which
they belong and with which they identify. The Reformation had a narrative
of the grace of God, a doctrine that was lost in the Catholic Church of the
time. Now, in these books Tom has laid out a new narrative, one that
emphasises the Jewishness of Jesus, and that his life and work not only
initiated a new Kingdom, but this Kingdom was the fulfilment of promises
and prophesies laid out across the Old Testament scriptures. The Kingdom
brought the restoration of the Temple, the place where humanity meets
God, it brought the restoration from the exile years, through the presence
of the Spirit of God, given to all who invite his presence, and it restored the
equality of all through our faith whether Jew or Greek, man or woman,
slave or free; all are loved and restored in God’s Kingdom. And all this was
accomplished through the Messiah, the one who wrought these wonders
through suffering and death, and who God raised up in resurrection.
Holiness and spirituality are now vital, as without these we are giving away
our power to the forces of idolatry and darkness.

Of course, the gospel story is so much more than this, but I am convinced
that God is laying out a new narrative for the 21st Century Western
Christian world, one that will not be blown away by academics, one that
will see the restoration of the church as serious and whose input into
society is seen as crucial and vital as we battle with our addictions, whether
from sex and drugs, or from populism and the rejection of liberality. These
battles are now becoming serious, and Tom has begun the journey of
defining this narrative for the churches’ role within a post-modern world.
Many theologians will now take these foundations, and put together this
narrative for the 21st Century, but as in Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of the
Dry Bones, the picture has been painted, and we wait to see the flesh
appear onto the skeletons now moving across the valley. Our hope is that
Methodism will be a leader in the fulfilment of this vision and picture.

Ricky Bull – January 2019



PASTORAL CARE

It occurred to Pooh  and Piglet  that they hadn't heard from Eeyore for several
days, so they put on their hats and coats  and trotted across the Hundred
Acre Wood to Eeyore's stick house. Inside the house was Eeyore.
"Hello Eeyore," said Pooh.
"Hello Pooh. Hello Piglet " said Eeyore, in a Glum Sounding Voice
"We just thought we'd check in on you," said Piglet, "because we hadn't
heard from you, and so we wanted to know if you were okay."
Eeyore was silent for a moment. "Am I okay?" he asked, eventually. "Well, I
don't know, to be honest. Are any of us really okay? That's what I ask myself.
All I can tell you, Pooh and Piglet, is that right now I feel really rather Sad, and
Alone, and Not Much Fun To Be Around At All. Which is why I haven't
bothered you. Because you wouldn't want to waste your time hanging out
with someone who is Sad, and Alone, and Not Much Fun To Be Around At All,
would you now."
Pooh looked and Piglet, and Piglet looked at Pooh, and they both sat down,
one on either side of Eeyore in his stick house.
Eeyore looked at them in surprise. "What are you doing?"
"We're sitting here with you," said Pooh, "because we are your friends. And
true friends don't care if someone is feeling Sad, or Alone, or Not Much Fun
To Be Around At All. True friends are there for you anyway. And so here we
are."
"Oh," said Eeyore. "Oh." And the three of them sat there in silence, and while
Pooh and Piglet said nothing at all; somehow, almost imperceptibly, Eeyore
started to feel a very tiny little bit better. Because Pooh and Piglet were
There.
No more; no less.
A.A.Milne
E.H.Shepard



COME LET US SING OF A WONDERFUL LOVE
By Robert Walmsley

1 Come let us sing of a wonderful love,
tender and true;
out of the heart of the Father above,
streaming to me and to you:
wonderful love
dwells in the heart of the Father above.

2 Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell,
joyfully came;
came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell,
sharing their sorrow and shame;
seeking the lost,
saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

3 Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet;
why do they roam?
Love only waits to forgive and forget;
home! weary wanderer, home!
Wonderful love
dwells in the heart of the Father above.

4 Come to my heart,O thou wonderful love,
come and abide,
lifting my life till it rises above
envy and falsehood and pride:
seeking to be
lowly and humble, a learner of thee.

For God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life.        John 3:16



June 2019
Sat 1st   Church Stewards Training Day 9.30am - 1pm CMOP
      with Wendy Beard
Sun 9th    LP Accreditation Service for Cathy Simmons 4.30pm BWMC
Sat 15th   District Advanced Level safeguarding Course 9.30am  CMOP
Circuit Mission Weekend:
Sat 15th   Church and Circuit leaders afternoon tea with Revd Steve Wild
      at  4.30pm at HCMC  (Ticket event)
Sun 16th Circuit Mission Celebration Service at 4.30pm at CMOP -
       Preacher Revd Steve Wild
Thurs 20th  Circuit Meeting 7.30pm   Rainham

July 2019
Thurs 4th  Circuit Church Treasurers meeting with Tom Smith HWMC  8pm
Sun 14th   Circuit BBQ & Open air praise Worship 4.30pm at CMOP
Thurs 18th  LP&WL Meeting 7 for 7.30pm CMOP

September 2019
Tues 3rd  Circuit Leadership Meeting 7.45pm 546 South End Road
Thurs 12th Circuit Meeting CMOP
Sat 14th        Representatives Synod  10am - 4pm MCHW, London

October 2019
Thurs 17th  LP&WL Meeting 7 for 7.30pm CMOP
Sat 19th      COMEFLY (8) 9.30am - 1pm  venue TBA

November 2019
Sat 16th   Study day (LP&WL) with guest speakers Rev Paul Wood
  and Revd Ian Worsfold (Connexional Team) CMOP 9.30-1pm
Tues 19th   Circuit Leadership Meeting 7.45pm 546 South End Road



LECTIONARY READINGS
          YEAR C

March 3rd
Exodus 34:29-35  Ps 99  2 Cor 5:20b-6:10  Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
March 10th First Sunday in Lent
Deut 26:1-11  Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  Romans 10:8b-13 Luke 4:1-13
March 17th Second Sunday in Lent
Gen15:1-12,17-18  Psalm 27  Phil 3:17-4:1   Luke 13:31-35
March 24th Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9  Psalm 63:1-8   1 Cor 10:1-13  Luke 13:1-9
March 31st Fourth Sunday in Lent
Josh 5:9-12   Psalm 32   2 Cor 5:16-21   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 7th Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21  Psalm 126  Phil 3:4b-14  John 12:1-8
April 14th  Sixth Sunday in Lent
Luke 19:28-40  Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 or Isaiah 50:4-9a  Psalm 31:9-16
Phil 2:5-11  Luke 22:14-23:6
April 21st  Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43  Ps 118:1-2,14-24  1 Cor 15:19-26  John 20:1-18
April 28th
Acts 5:27-32  Psalm 118:14-29  Rev 1:4-8  John 20:19-31

May 5th
Acts 9:1-6(7-20)  Ps 30  Rev 5:11-14  John 21:1-19
May 12th
Acts 9:36-43  Ps 23  Rev 7:9-17  John 10:22-30
May 19th
Acts 11:1-18  Ps 148  Rev 22:1-6  John 13:31-35
May 26th
Acts 16:9-15  Ps 67 Rev 21:10,22-22:5 John 14:23-29



March  2019
Sat 2ⁿd      COMEFLY 7 at CMOP   9.30-1pm
    With special guest Mr Andy Frost
Sun 3rd      MESSY CHURCH 10-12 UMC
Weds 6th   Circuit Ash Wednesday service 7.45pm    HWMC
Thurs 7th   Circuit Joint Staff (lay & ordained)  10am 12 Oaklands Ave
Sat 9th       Circuit Safeguarding Foundation module 1  training
       at UMC     9 for 9.30am-12 noon
Sun 10th    Upminster Church Anniversary and AAW 10am
Sat 16th     District Safeguarding Conference 9.30am-5pm MCHW
Thurs 21st Cluster Staff meeting at 10am
Mon 25th   Sabbatical support  group meeting 11am   BWMC

April 2019
Thurs 4th    Circuit Ministerial staff meeting 10am -1A The Drive
Thurs 4th    LP&WL  meeting 7 for 7.30 CMOP
Sat 6th        Representatives Synod MCHW    10am - 2pm
Sat 6th         Stationing training at MCHW     2-4pm
Tues 9th     Circuit Stewards meeting 7.45pm @12 Oaklands Ave

May 2019
Thurs 2ⁿd   Circuit Joint Staff (lay & ordained) meeting 10am
       411 Brentwood Road
Thurs 2ⁿd  West Cluster Stewards and Ministers meeting  Trinity  7.30pm
Weds 8th - Fri 10th Superintendents conference Oxford Belfry
Sun 12th    Easter Offering dedication 4.30pm at BWMC
Thurs 16th  Cluster Staff meeting 10am
Thurs 23rd  Circuit Leadership meeting 7.45pm  546 South End Road

For Holy Week and Easter services please see plan
or contact individual churches


